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and Katara Public Diplomacy




Public diplomacy has emerged as an integral part of states’ foreign policy in a rapidly globalizing
world. As states seek to communicate with their target audience and operate in the midst of the age of
information, countries developed their unique styles that reflect their foreign policy objectives,
traditions, power base or strengths, for the implementation of their public diplomacy. Moreover, since
the inception of this practice in the Cold War years, it has evolved to encompass a wide sphere of
human interactions ranging from cultural, religious, educational, economic, social, humanitarian, to
technological fields.

Parallel to its practice, there has been a growing interest in the academic study of the processes and
practices of public diplomacy in a comparative context. Although most of the findings are based on
empirical case studies, there have been scholarly advances on refining the concept, and delineating its
boundaries, especially in terms of differentiating it from conventional diplomacy, propaganda, soft
power, information operations, or psychological warfare. The research agenda has also moved beyond
its traditional Western core and understanding to a more global understanding. Yet, despite the
importance of public diplomacy in modern day international affairs, there is neither uniform consensus
on the scope and definition nor overarching theoretical framework to guide the scientific study of this
subject. Public diplomacy is still an emerging research agenda, which is evolving with contributions
from not only international relations and political science but also other scientific disciplines including
sociology, media, communications, cultural studies, etc.

The two-day conference, scheduled to take place on 19 — 20 February 2023, will investigate the
contours of the Arab Gulf states’ growing visibility in the realm of public diplomacy. With their rapid
ascendance on the world stage, Arab Gulf states too have been in a quest to bolster their strengths in
public diplomacy, drawing on their wealth and soft power assets. Traditionally, along with other
Middle Eastern countries, they have been viewed as the objects of outreach activities undertaken by
the Western countries to shape the public opinion in Muslim-majority nations. Similarly, the region
has been targeted by the public diplomacy activities by China and emerging powers. Increasingly,
however, the Arab Gulf states have risen as active agents in that field as well, in parallel to their drive
to position themselves as indispensable actors, regionally and internationally. While there are major
variations in the way they have operationalized public diplomacy to achieve influence regionally and
globally, Arab Gulf countries have adopted various practices to supplement conventional diplomacy.
In addition to their investments in leading economies worldwide and extensive humanitarian and
development assistance, they have instrumentalized a wide array of strengths in global transportation,
education, research, media, arts, urbanization, culture, tourism, sports or sports broadcasting in service
of public diplomacy. Their utilization of public diplomacy and aggressive nation branding campaigns
have also been intermingled with the dynamics of intra-regional competition and inter-state rivalry, as
the Gulf affairs have gone through troubled times in the last decade.

Key subjects of the conference

This inter-disciplinary conference/workshop seeks to undertake an empirically-driven and
theoretically-informed inquiry into the Arab Gulf states’ engagement with public diplomacy. We
encourage scholars of international relations, sociology, communications, media, public relations,
cultural studies, marketing and related fields to submit their papers on conceptual discussions about
public diplomacy, country practices and the Arab Gulf states’ experience. The themes may include,
but not be limited to, the topics below,



Theoretical and methodological approaches to the study of public diplomacy,
Assessing the elements of success, techniques, institutions, and instruments,

Empirical cases examining traditional and new players and their approaches,
Relationship between public diplomacy, and public relations, nation branding,

development assistance, and other related concepts

How to apply:

The Gulf experience with public diplomacy: country models, practices, instruments

The conference will be held in person in Doha, on 19-20 February 2023. We welcome interested
participants to submit a 500-word abstract and an updated CV to GSEvents@qu.edu.ga by 14
October 2022. The abstracts shortlisted for the conference will be announced by 30 October 2022.
The organizers will cover the travel and accommodation expenses of the successful applicants to
enable their participation into the conference. This financial support will be conditional on the
submission of the first draft of their papers (5,000 words minimum) by 20 January 2023.

Publication:

The organizers intend to publish the accepted papers in an edited volume, provided that the
author(s) present their work at the Conference. To ensure that the papers enhance knowledge in
the field and contribute to the current debates, they will go through peer review individually.
Therefore, final publication of the submitted drafts is not guaranteed.
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